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Malwida was subjected to reproach.    My brother, who
rather undervalued the power of love and the influence
of a wife, wrote a long letter to Gersdorff, defending
Fraulein von Meysenbug and warning his friend against
this utterly  unsuitable  match.     Gersdorff was  much
hurt   by   this   letter,   and,   as my brother  afterwards
admitted, with justice ; for in the heat of the moment
my brother had used rather strong language.    Although
Gersdorff said  "I wouldn't stand  such  a letter from
anyone but Nietzsche/' both felt that it was better to
give up personal intercourse for some time.    Malwida,
of course, had only wished for the best, and was very
unhappy at the annoyance to which Gersdorff had been
subjected.    Later on, when the luckless engagement had
been cancelled, the two friends discussed the matter by
letter, and were reconciled, but for six years Nietzsche
hacj to forego the company of this most loyal and helpful
comrade.    In this interval Gersdorff had lost touch with
my brother's philosophical development, and could not
follow it step  by  step.    How great a loss this was,
Nietzsche   did   not  realise  till later.     Looking  back,
we sometimes said: " Here began that isolation, which,
like a dark shadow, was destined to spread further and
further over Nietzsche's life."